THE “SWAMP ANGEL.”

A MONUMENT MADE OF THE OLD GUN
WHICH WAS USKD 1IN BOMBARDING
CHARLESTON IN 1863—A UNIQUE ME-
MORIAL BY THE CITIZENS OF TREN-
TON, N. J.

A rather uniaue memorial is te be unveiled
by the patriotic ¢ingens of Trenton, N. J., prohably
on Christmas Day. The memorial is a mopament
consisting of & gun mounted on a pedestal of stone.
The piece of ordoance used is the famous guo
known as the “Swamp Anvgel,” which did such
c0od  gervice for the Union cause befure
Charleston, §. C., in the Smmmer of 1863, The
pedestsl of the mopument §s now pearly
completed, It stands at the junotion of
Peiry street and Clinton avenue, “plain for all men
to see.” It is made of Trenton brown-stone, and is
in shape a truncated fyur-sided pyramid. On the
easterly and westerly sides there jut ont atone
tablets, om each of which 13 hewn the 1nseription :
“Swamp Angel; the first gun, an eight-inch Parrott
rifle or 200-pounder, tired from the Marsh Battery
on Morris Island, 8. C., at the City of Charleston,
7,000 vards distanr. Weighe of gup, 16.500
poonds: weizht of projectile, 150 pounds;

charge of powder, 16 pouuds; greatest eleva.
tion used. 35 degrees. Bombardment opened
Aug. 21, 1863, Burst at thircy-sixth round.” At
the top the pedestial is arranged like a gun-carriage,
aud into wne cavity formed the gun is to be
csmented. The credit of getaing up the monument
is almost wholly due tv Hoon, John Hurt Brewer,
who surgested the 1dea, and then went around
plewetlua gubacriptions wherewith to carry it out.
'lhe design was dratied by Isaac Brougbam, of
Frenton. It is plmin butstriking. On tbe northerly
aud goutherly sides of the monument wiil appear
the only atiempts at ornawentation. These will
consist of neat posts suoporting clusters of lamps,
and from the sione bases ol the posts ornamental
drivking-basing wil project. The *Swawp Angel”
has a record whioh is ot interest to the iovers uf the
Uuion, aud the memorial will well serve to com-
wemolaie the patriotism which called the gun into
service, The circumstances attending its history
ara perhaps worth recaliing. ‘The time was Augunag,
1£62, and Unarlerton, 8, C,, was in the posstgsivn of
Gen. Beauregard and the rebel Army, who were
boas:ful of tbeir suppoesed security trom attack.
Gen. Quiney A. Giliwore was in command of the
Uuion  Army, which was Dbesieging tbe
place on the side of the bharbor. The 1utrepid
Uniun troops gained a footing on, Morris Island, va
which was sitoated Fort Wagzner., The as-zi.unts
began approaching the fort by parallels. Qver foar
mites from Fort Wagner lay the City of Charles-
ton, and when the peopls of the city began to ve
apprebensive at the slow but sure approach of the
Nor:hern troops. and teared lest their residences
should be shelled, Gen. Beaorezard quisted their
fears by proclaiming publiciy that the Union Armvy
hiad no guns which coula cairy so far. He reckoued
however, without bis bost. Right omt in the mursh
on the swde vf Morrs Island frouting the city Geon.
Gilimore caused a firm toundauun tu be made, and
oL 1T was placed the * Swamp Angel’—the new Par-
rott rifleu casnon whbich had just been reeeived
from West Point, Gen, Gilimoie had notificd (ren.
Beauregard hat be would oe.in to sheli the City ot
Chartesson on Any. 21. The votice was sent sev-
eral days befure tie gun was fired, and Beaa:egard
answered (be notice the day vefore tbe tiring i a
jesting way, noc velieving it possibie that the Y an-
kees had a gun whieh couid carry sv f:r,
protended that he bad bevn abpsent and
Lkad owly received the wvotice jurt then, and
had ne. bad tume t. remuve the people of the citv.
Ou the nignt of the memorabte Aug. 21 every sol-
gier in the Union camp lay awake 10 watch the re-
sult., ‘I'he gun was elevated careiully, and was
loaded with a sheil. 'Then it was fired, aud aguin
and again the ¢zperipent was repeated. After a
time fl.unes began to shoot up 1n the City of Charles.
ton, and showed that the experiment was a success.
The enthusiasm amoung the iroups 10 camo was (re-
wendous. Agan and again was the gua luaded
and fired, no loncer as an experiment, bug
with the asgsorauce that every shot was a
telling blow 1o secession and the capital of
the State which had been the first to secede from
the Uuien. In firing tbe thirvy-ixth roand the
breeou of the gun biew off.  Lhis acrident was,
huwever, of minor cunsequence. ‘Lhe object had
been accumplished, apd other guns were used to
continune the work. By Sept. 7 Fort Waguer and
Battery Gregg werein possession of Gen. Git'mvre,
Fort Sumier was in ruins, and a large portion o!
the City of Charleatun was greatly injured and
eutirely abandoned by the inbabuiiants. The City
and harbor of Charleston were also cumpletely cuv-
ered by the Unmion guns. The “Swawp Apgel”
did vot acain turn up wuntul sfier the war,
when it wss sola 1n Charlescon, wita & number of
other guns, as scrap iron, Charies Carr, an irvn
manuiacturer ¢f Trenton, became the purchaser,
and fasiened the two pieces of the gun tu-
gether so that itis now intact ouce wmore, though
the place of fracture is noticeable. The city
authonties of Trenton have dopatec the
eround on which the monument is to atamd,
and the formal presentatiou ol the monument to the
city will be probably maue, as befure mentioned, on
Christmas day, though the date is not yet defluitely
fixed. Adj. Gen. Siryker, of New-Jersey, who
wag cne of Gen. Gillmore's staff officers at the
bombardment of Charleston, will then nairate the
hiatory of the piece of vrdnance, end addresseg wiil
be made by prominent citizens.
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